
By Mr. Shawn Vondra, Superintendent 

The final quarter of this school year has been like 
no other. Everything changed for everyone on a 
moment’s notice. Since early March, each week 
has brought change, and with it has come stress, 
fear and so many unknowns. To be sure, the social/
emotional, health, and economic hardships of this 
pandemic are formidable. Despite these challenges 
and more of which will inevitably come, the people 
in our community have shown resolve, creativity, 
compassion and commitment.   

Hillsdale Community Schools created a Distance 
Learning Plan to provide support for students 
continued learning during the school building 
closures. It was much different for everyone 
including students, teachers and parents. The 
students’ innate desire to learn has shown. Children 
are curious. Their minds need to be stimulated 
and engaged in challenging endeavors to promote 
growth and achieve their potential. Some of the 
distance learning strategies worked for some 
students, but not all. Under normal conditions 
children learn at different rates through different 
modalities.  

The “stay home” orders presented opportunity and 
challenge to families. The challenges of learning at 
home turned parents, siblings, and grandparents 
into teaching assistants and tutors. Families and 
especially parents have done an amazing job 
helping their children to continue learning at home. 
      
The staff at Hillsdale Community Schools has 
dedicated themselves to helping families make 
the best of this difficult situation.  The teachers 
conducted countless Zoom sessions, Google 
Classroom lessons, phone calls and email 
exchanges with students and parents. The entire 
staff rallied with the food service staff to develop 
and implement a take-out meals program for 
children.

The district’s technology department provided 
Chromebooks for students so they can have...
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Horizon High School Class of 2020

Hillsdale High School Class of 2020

Zander Bowers
Tyler Braxmaier
Clayton Breault

Keaton Cain
Anthony Cook

Aidyn Davenport
ChinaJo Hammond

Kenton Hancock
Austin Hoath

Cole Kies
Tyger Krueger
Tabitha LaRoe
Seth Lawson
Ethan March

Sean Ritchey
Blake Roan

Hailey Sager
Ashley Senior

Ian Vega

Lauren Adams
Jayden Adkins

Dakota Batterson
Abigail Baxter
Samuel Beach
Justin Bernard

Jasmine Bigelow
Adam Bowsher

Zachariah Briggs Weakley
Brooklyn Brown

Jenna Brown
Vanessa Brown

Dean Cloyd
Ethan Coakley

Matthew Collison
Stephan Cook

Logan Coy
Taylor Devenport
Makenna Dietz
Bailey Dotson
William Drews

Jesse Estel
Chalis Farmer
Nicholas Foust
Braliann Francis
Alissa Freeman
Gabrielle Gates

Paul Gibbs
Ariella Gillett

Brayden Good
Aubrey Gordon
Bradlee Grubbs

Alek Haynes
Vivien Hecklinger

Bradley Herring
Ethan Hess
Raiel Hoage

Megan Hulbert
Kiersten James
Joshua Jenkins
Christian Jones

Ryan Kast
Kiara Kopp

Zachary Kornak
Gavin LaFollette

Kaleb Lanius
Lydia Lee

Dalton LeFevre
Kyra Lewis

Steven Little
Tori Lucas

Muriel Mackie
Kaitlyn Macuga

Mercedes Manville
Rivers Mapes

Haven McCune
Patrick Miller
Jared Moore

Madeline Moore
Bailey Morgret
Adeena Mosby
Sylvia Murillo
Abby Ortiz

Dorian Pauken
Isabella Peek
Hailley Perry

Aiden Petersen
Abigail Piske

Drew Pitts
Caitlin Plank
Ryan Potwin
Trey Powell

Jayson Radabaugh
Dante Raymond

Alex Riley
Courtney Risk
Hanna Ritchey

Jennifer Robinson
Jessica Robinson
Rachel Rufenacht

Erin Ruley
Donovan Scott

Crystopher Seelye
Keegan Semmler
Lindsay Sheffer
Katelyn Smith
Alyssa Spahr
Chloe Spahr

Shannon Spahr
Connor Steffes
John Storm III
Keyona Stump

Kalon Stych
Laken Stych

Katelyn Throop
Kendra Truax

Jacob VanCamp
Mia Vander Hoff

Trentton Wortham
Emily Wright
Ethan York

Madisen Young
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Hillsdale High School  
Among Best in Nation 

Hillsdale Community School is proud to 
announce it has been named one of the 
Best High Schools in America according  
to the US News & World Report  
Rankings. This is the sixth consecutive  
year the district has been named a  
national ranked school. 

Letter From the 
Superintendent
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...access to learning materials and lessons 
online. Our bus drivers and support 
staff made home deliveries to ensure 
the children had access to all of these 
resources. The custodians and maintenance 
staff have continued working to ensure 
a clean safe environment, enabling all of 
these efforts to occur.  To the school staff, 
Thank You!    

The COVID-19 pandemic has proven to 
be unpredictable. The sudden nature 
of shutdowns and closures has been a 
challenge to everyone. Hillsdale Community 
Schools is developing contingency plans for 
a couple of scenarios when school resumes 
in August. The work being done now will 
allow us to be flexible and respond to 
various situations as they might occur.     

 

Having students at school, working directly 
with teachers and support staff to learn is 
the most effective way for most children 
to learn. The leadership of the Board of 
Education, administration and staff of 
Hillsdale Community Schools are committed 
to doing everything within our power to 
resume school with in-person instruction 
for the 2020-21 school year. We are hopeful 
and eager to soon see children return to 
the classrooms, marching in the band, 
building robots, and competing on the 
athletic fields.
 
Friday Night Lights

Hillsdale Community Schools honored the 
Class of 2020 Friday, May 1 at 20:20 p.m. 
by illuminating the high school football field 
for 20 minutes and 20 seconds.

Virtual Decision Day

During this unprecedented time, Hillsdale 
High School still wants to celebrate its 
students. The goal of Decision Day is to 
recognize high school seniors for their 
postsecondary educational plans and 
encourage younger students and families to 
prepare early for postsecondary education. 
The goals of Decision Day is to encourage 
community leaders, schools, celebrities, 
and nonprofit and advocacy groups to host 
a “Reach Higher College Signing Day” to 
support students planning to attend and 
graduate from college and to celebrate 
all students and their decisions beyond 
high school. In response to the COVID-19 
pandemic and subsequent Executive 
Orders closing Michigan schools for the 
duration of the 2019-2020 school year 
Hillsdale High School and MCAN hosted a 
virtual event to celebrate seniors. Hillsdale 
Community Schools is extremely proud of 
its senior class for taking this next big step 
for their future, especially during an  

 

unprecedented time. Mindy Eggleston 
organized, researched and filmed the event. 
Amy Goldsmith, Michelle Milnes, and Jenny 
Duff read each name LIVE on Facebook and 
Dave Pratt operated the scoreboard and 
lights.

Distance Learning 

The Distance Learning Plan started April 
14 and continues to provide support for 
students to continue learning during the 
school building closures. It looks and 
feels much different. The staff at Hillsdale 
Community Schools has been dedicated to 
helping families make the best of this very 
difficult situation. 

We Are an Awesome Team

Teachers, Educational Support Staff, 
Administrators, and members of the 
community came together to unpack 1,000 
of the chrome books in an hour, compared 
to the four hours expected. 

Food Program Critical to 
Students
The food service program began serving 
students the week of March 17. Since 
then the district has served approximately 
50,000 breakfasts and lunches as part of 
the take-out meal program. The number 
of meals provided has increased with each 
day of service. It is clear this program has 
met a critical need in the community. Staff 
members across the district have worked 
to assemble and distribute meals to kids 
across the community. It is clear, the 
teachers, support staff and administrators 
who work at Hillsdale Community Schools 
really care about these children and their 
families! The last food service pick-up day 
will be Friday, June 5 and will include one 
week of meals.  
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Congratulation Seniors

By Amy Goldsmith

Congratulations! You’ve made it to the final 
stretch, rounded the last corner, and you 
are about to become Hillsdale High School’s 
graduating class of 2020. We know, and 
your parents and families know; you are 
disappointed, upset, confused, and sad—
this is not how the last three months of your 
senior year was supposed to go. You’re 
missing out on being able to enjoy the final 
months of your senior year and enjoying the 
end of the year senior activities at Hillsdale 
High School. It is natural that you may be 
feeling sad—this situation has certainly 
created a sense of loss. We hope to lessen 
uncertainty by giving you the information 
we have at this time that is related to 
the end of year events. We are exploring 
options for a graduation ceremony.  When 
we know more, we will communicate plans 
to our families.

Class Night will be virtual on Friday, 
May 29 at 7:00 p.m.  We are planning a 
virtual ceremony to honor our students 
and seniors who will be receiving awards.  
Scholarships that are linked to Hillsdale 
County Community Foundation and other 
service organizations will be announced at 
the virtual Senior Awards Program. A link 
to these presentations will be posted at 
hillsdaleschools.org.

High School Fourth Quarter 
Requirements

Students are expected to be logging into 
their classes through Google classroom 
and completing all of the work assigned to 
them. The assigned work will help seniors 
to complete the courses that make up the 
MMC. Students in grades 9-12 will be given 
the option of taking a grade for the class or 
choosing Pass/Fail for quarter four.  Seniors 
that choose to have a Credit rather than a 
letter grade for their fourth quarter classes 
must email their teachers no later than May 

28, 2020. If an email is not sent, students 
will receive a letter grade in their fourth 
quarter grade. 

In grades 9-12, students are awarded credit 
each semester.  If students choose “Credit” 
instead of a grade the “Credit” bears no 
numeric weight.  This means that it would 
not impact the other quarters positively or 
negatively.   

Gier School is Getting a Front 
Entrance

There is lots of activity at Gier Elementary 
School as construction resumes on a new 
front entryway and lobby.  The office is 
open in a different location.  Please follow 
the signs.

Athletic Successes

The Boys Basketball team was awarded 
honorable mention Academic All State 
again this season. The team was 13th in 
Class B with a 3.602 weighted GPA. This is 
the 10th straight season that the Hornets 
have been in the Top 15.

Adam Felix was named 2nd Team All 
Conference, BCAM Team First Recipient, 
and Jackson All Area Honorable Mention.

Hornet senior Trent Wortham finished his 
career taking sixth place in the state in 
the 152lb division at the state wrestling 
tournament at Ford Field.

David Pratt, Dean of Students/Athletic 
Director at Hillsdale High School, 
has been recognized as a Certified 
Athletic Administrator by the National 
Interscholastic Athletic Administrators 
Association (NIAAA).

The Hillsdale Hornets softball and tennis 
teams were recognized as Academic All 
State.

School Lunch Hero Day

The eighth annual School Lunch Hero day 
was held May 1 at Hillsdale Schools. This 
special day is a chance to showcase the 
difference school nutrition workers make 
for children every day. Under the current 
circumstances, now more than ever is a 
time to celebrate and thank these essential 
workers.

Kindergarten Registration 
Information

Hillsdale Community Schools is continuing 
to accept Kindergarten registration. Call 
Gier Elementary 437-7347 to register. 
Eligible students are those who will be 
five years old on or before September 1, 
2020 (waivers available for children born 
between September 2 and December 1). 
Hillsdale Community Schools offers a rich 
curriculum for its students including after-
school academic enrichment opportunities, 
multiple fine arts opportunities, technology 
integrations with iPads and laptops, highly 
qualified caring staff and a caring, nurturing 
environment with high expectations.

Preschool Registration 
Available Online

Online registration is now open for 
families interested in sending their children 
to Hillsdale Community Schools for 
preschool. Eligible students are children 
who will be four years old by December 
1, 2020. Bailey Early Childhood Center 
offers several programs, parents are 
encouraged to register their child to find 
out what program their child is eligible for. 
To begin the registration process, visit: 
greatstarthillsdale.com.
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Complete the Census

Everyone counts! Completing the 2020 
US Census helps the community and local 
school districts by receiving proper federal 
assistance for school lunch programs, 
special education grants and Title 1 
(paraeducator). 

Academic Achievements

Congratulations to Kyra Lewis, Madison 
Semmler and Deisha Vega-Rivera for 
receiving the Breaking Traditions 2020 
Certificate of Recognition for their 
achievements in Cybersecurity program at 
the Hillsdale Area Career Center. 

Elementary Science Olympiad 
Competes 

Hillsdale Community Schools’ Elementary 
Science Olympiad team headed to Siena 
Heights University March 3 for the 2020 
Tri-County Elementary Science Olympiad 
Competition. The team consists of 31 
students in grades 3-5. They are coached 
by Brianna Crall, with assistance from 
Amy Webb, Phil Marvin and Chelsea Crall. 
Students have been practicing for the past 
two months in preparation for their events. 
Each grade level had between 19 and 20 
teams competing. There were 467 students 
in attendance at the competition. The 
students represented Hillsdale Community 
Schools well. They were gracious, kind, 
and polite. They celebrated not only their 
victories, but the victories of others. 

Missing the Smiles

Ms. Klco surprised her students with yard 
signs. On the yard sign, she wrote what she 
misses about them. Virtual School just isn’t 
the same without these smiles. 

Middle School Quiz Bowl Takes 
Third

The Davis Middle School Quiz Bowl teams 
competed February 29 at Legg Middle 
School in Coldwater. The 7th grade team 
consisting of Cooper Fix, Kohen Spratt, 
Skyler Bannick, and Macaila Blair brought 
home a 3rd place trophy.

Freshman Class of 2024:

We are excited to welcome you to 
Hillsdale High School. Since we can’t 
meet you in person, we are planning 
FUN and Informational activities so that 
you can begin to get to know us and we 
can begin to get to know you! 

Join us Thursday, May 28th 
at 5:30 PM for a Virtual 
Orientation. 

To participate, please visit us at 
hillsdaleschools.org to find the links. 

Part 1: GooseChase Scavenger Hunt

Tools required: phone or tablet

Part 2: “Meet the Mentors” Groups 
via Flipgrid 

You will be introduced to your Freshman 
Mentor 2020-21 Junior and Senior Team

Tools required: phone, tablet, 
chromebook or computer with a 
webcam.

Part 3: Welcome to Hillsdale High 
School Video Tour

Led by Mrs. Goldsmith, Principal, Ms. 
Milnes, Academic Counselor, and our 
Hornet Mascot!

Tools required: phone, tablet, 
chromebook or computer

Part 4: Parent Information

Parents, watch the provided videos from 
Ms. Milnes, Academic Counselor to 
help you prepare your student for their 
freshman year!

Tools required: phone, tablet, 
chromebook or computer
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